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                 LOW COST DIVORCE OUTLINE
The following are the steps to a low cost, low hassle way to obtain a divorce in Benton and Franklin counties.

1. The first step is to obtain the necessary paper work. This can be done in two ways. You can purchase a Dissolution of Marriage packet at the County Clerk’s office in your county. The charge is $25.00. Or, you can download the documents from the internet for free at www.courts.wa.gov\forms. Click on the words Dissolution of Marriage. The documents can be downloaded in Word or as an Adobe pdf.

2. Fill out the initial paperwork. This would include the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage as a minimum. If you and your spouse are already in agreement about the terms of your divorce, you will also need to file a Joinder. You may fill out the initial paperwork yourself, or obtain help from the Court Facilitator. (See below.)

3. File the initial paperwork at the County Clerk’s office in your county.
The cost for filing is $314.00.

4. Make an appointment at the Dispute Resolution Center for a mediation session. Our mediators will sit down with you and your spouse and help you to negotiate the terms of your divorce. This includes the division of assets and liabilities (what you own and what you owe), and a Parenting Plan, if you have underage children. (A written Parenting Plan must be filed before a divorce can be finalized.) Mediation is mandatory if you are not filing a Joinder with your petition. The cost for mediation is $150.00 per session, unless there is a hardship, in which case this can be reduced. Note that the fee for mediation is a flat fee for the mediation session, not a per hour fee. The number for the DRC is 509-783-3325.
5. Make an appointment with the Court Facilitator in your county. The court facilitator will help you fill out all of your paperwork, to insure that it is filled out accurately before final submission. The cost for the Court Facilitator is $25.00 for the first 30 minutes, and $15.00 for any additional 30 minutes. The Facilitator will not fill out the paperwork for you. You must fill it out the best you can, and then the Court Facilitator will you make sure it is ready to be filed. The Facilitator’s name is Michelle and her numbers are as follows: Benton County-509-735-8388, Franklin County 509-545-3525.
Additional Information: You may file your petition with the Court at any time during this process. In other words, you can mediate and/or meet with the facilitator before or after initial filing. However, there is a 90 day waiting period in Washington from the date of initial filing before a divorce can be finalized. Both the mediation and the facilitator are very low cost compared to other methods of obtaining a divorce. The largest cost is the filing fee with the Court, which everyone has to pay. If you call the DRC, we would be glad to answer any questions that you may have about the process, however, we cannot give legal advice. Mediation is designed to help you to agree on any differences that you may have concerning division of assets or the visitation plan for your children. Any written, signed agreements reached in mediation are legally binding; however you are never obligated to sign anything, and are free to have any agreements reviewed by an attorney before signing.
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